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The Organi zations Involved in the | ETF Standards Process
Status of this Meno

Thi s docunent specifies an Internet Best Current Practices for the
Internet Conmunity, and requests discussion and suggestions for
i mprovenents. Distribution of this nemo is unlimted.

Abst r act

Thi s docunent describes the individuals and organi zations involved in
the ETF. This includes descriptions of the IESG the | ETF WrKking
Groups and the rel ati onship between the | ETF and the I|nternet

Soci ety.

1. Docunents controlling the process
1.1 The I ETF Standards Process

The process used by the Internet conmunity for the standardizati on of
protocols and procedures is described in [B]. That docunent defines
the stages in the standardi zati on process, the requirenents for
novi ng a docunent between stages and the types of docunents used
during this process. It also addresses the intellectual property
rights and copyright issues associated with the standards process.

2. Key individuals in the Process

2.1 The Request for Conments Editor
The RFC publication series [B] is managed by an Editor (which may in
practice be one or nore individuals) responsible both for the
nmechani cs of RFC publication and for upholding the traditionally high
technical and editorial standards of the RFC series.
The functions of the RFC Editor are performed by one or nore

i ndi vidual s or organi zations selected in accordance with the
procedures defined by the RFC Editor charter [§.
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2.2 The Working Group Chair

Each | ETF Wrking Group is headed by a chair (or by co-chairs) wth
the responsibility for directing the group’s activities, presiding
over the group’s neetings, and ensuring that the conmtnents of the
group with respect to its role in the Internet standards process are
net. In particular, the Ws chair is the formal point of contact
between the W5 and the IESG via the Area Director of the area to
which the WG i s assi gnhed.

The details on the selection and responsibilites of an | ETF WrKki ng
Group chair can be found in [A]

2.3 The Docunent Editor

Most | ETF Worki ng Groups focus their efforts on a docunent, or set of
docunents, that capture the results of the group’s work. A Wrking
Group generally designates a person or persons to serve as the Editor
for a particular docunent. The Docunent Editor is responsible for
ensuring that the contents of the document accurately reflect the
deci si ons that have been nmade by the working group

As a general practice, the Wrking Goup Chair and Docunent Editor
positions are filled by different individuals to help ensure that the
resul ting docunents accurately reflect the consensus of the Wrking
Group and that all processes are foll owed.

3. Key organizations in the Process

The foll owi ng organi zati ons and organi zational roles are involved in
the Internet standards process. Contact information is contained in
Appendi x A.

3.1 Internet Engineering Task Force

The I nternet Engi neering Task Force (I ETF) is an open internationa
conmunity of network designers, operators, vendors and researchers
concerned with the evolution of the Internet architecture and the
snoot h operation of the Internet. It is the principal body engaged
in the devel opment of new Internet Standard specifications.

3.2 | ETF Working G oups

The technical work of the IETF is done in its Wrking G oups, which
are organi zed by topics into several Areas (e.g., routing, network
management, security, etc.) under the coordination of Area Directors.
Worki ng Groups typically have a narrow focus and a |lifetinme bounded
by conpl etion of a specific task.
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For all purposes relevant to the Internet Standards devel oprent
process, nmenbership in the IETF and its Wirking Groups is defined to
be established solely and entirely by individual participation in

| ETF and Working Group activities. Participation in the IETF and its
Worki ng Groups is by individual technical contributors rather than by
formal representatives of organizations.

Anyone with the time and interest to do so is entitled and urged to
partici pate actively in one or nore | ETF Wrking G oups and to attend

| ETF nmeetings which are held three tines a year. In npst cases
active Wrking G oup participation is possible through electronic
mail alone. Internet video conferencing is also being used to all ow

for renpte participation.

To ensure a fair and open process, participants in the ETF and its
Wor ki ng Groups must be able to disclose, and nust disclose to the
Working Group chairs any relevant current or pending intellectua
property rights that are reasonably and personally known to the
participant if they participate in discussions about a specific

t echnol ogy.

New Working Groups are established within the | ETF by explicit
charter. The guidelines and procedures for the formation and
operation of |ETF working groups are described in detail in [A]

A Working Group is nanaged by one or nore Wbrking Group chairs (see

section 2.2). It may also include editors of docunents that record

the group’s work (see section 2.3). Further details of Wirking G oup
operation are contained in [A]

| ETF Worki ng Groups display a spirit of cooperation as well as a high
degree of technical nmaturity; |ETF participants recognize that the
greatest benefit for all nmenbers of the Internet conmunity results
from cooperative devel opnent of technically superior protocols and
servi ces.

3.3 | ETF Secretari at

The adm nistrative functions necessary to support the activities of
the 1 ETF are perfornmed by a Secretariat consisting of the |IETF
Executive Director and his or her staff. The | ETF Executive Director
is the formal point of contact for matters concerning any and al
aspects of the Internet standards process, and is responsible for
mai ntai ning the formal public record of the Internet standards
process [B].
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3.4 Internet Society

The Internet Society (1SOC) is an international organization
concerned with the growh and evolution of the worldw de Internet and
with the social, political, and technical issues that arise fromits
use. The ISCC is an organization wth individual and organizationa
nmenbers. The | SOC i s managed by a Board of Trustees el ected by the
wor | dwi de i ndi vi dual nenbership

I nternet standardi zation is an organi zed activity of the 1SOC, with
the Board of Trustees being responsible for ratifying the procedures
and rules of the Internet standards process [B].

The way in which the nenmbers of the | SOC Board of Trustees are
sel ected, and other matters concerning the operation of the Internet
Society, are described in the |ISOC By Laws [(C].

3.5 Internet Engineering Steering G oup

The Internet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG is the part of the
Internet Society responsible for the nmanagement of the | ETF technica
activities. It admnisters the Internet Standards process according
to the rules and procedures defined in [B]. The IESGis responsible
for the actions associated with the progression of technica
specification along the "standards track"” including the initia
approval of new Worki ng G oups and the final approval of
specifications as Internet Standards. The IESG is conposed of the

| ETF Area Directors and the chair of the I ETF, who al so serves as the
chair of the | ESG

The nenbers of the | ESG are noni nated by a nom nations committee (the
Nonton), and are approved by the AB. See [E] for a detailed
description of the Noncom procedures. Gther matters concerning its
organi zati on and operation, are described in the |IESG charter [does
not yet exist].

3.6 Internet Architecture Board

The Internet Architecture Board (1 AB) is chartered by the Internet
Soci ety Trustees to provide oversight of the architecture of the
Internet and its protocols. The |AB appoints the | ETF chair and is
responsi bl e for approving other | ESG candi dates put forward by the

| ETF nominating committee. The |AB is al so responsible for review ng
and approving the charters of new Wirking Goups that are proposed
for the | ETF.

The | AB provi des oversight of the process used to create |nternet
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St andards and serves as an appeal board for conplaints of inproper
execution of the standards process [B]. In general it acts as source
of advice to the IETF, the 1SCC and the | SOC Board of Trustees
concerning technical, architectural, procedural, and policy matters
pertaining to the Internet and its enabling technol ogi es.

The nenbers of the | AB are nom nated by a nominations conmttee (the
Nonton), and are approved by the | SOC board. See [E] for a detailed
description of the Noncom procedures. The nenbership of the | AB
consi sts of nenbers sel ected by the Nontom process and the | ETF chair
sitting as a ex-officio nenber. Oher matters concerning its

organi zation and operation, are described in the 1AB charter [D.

3.7 Internet Assigned Nunbers Authority

Many protocol specifications include nunbers, keywords, and other
paraneters that must be uniquely assigned. Exanples include version
nunbers, protocol nunbers, port nunbers, and M B nunbers. The

I nternet Assigned Nunbers Authority (1 ANA) is responsible for
assigning the values of these protocol paraneters for the Internet.
The | ANA publishes tables of all currently assigned nunbers and
parameters in RFCs entitled "Assigned Numbers" [E]. The | ANA
functions as the "top of the pyram d" for DNS and Internet Address
assi gnment establishing policies for these functions.

The functions of the | ANA are perfornmed by one or nore individuals or
organi zati ons selected in accordance with the procedures defined by
the 1 ANA charter [F].

3.8 Internet Research Task Force

The Internet Research Task Force (IRTF) is not directly involved in
the Internet standards process. It investigates topics considered to
be too uncertain, too advanced, or insufficiently well-understood to
be the subject of Internet standardization. Wen an |IRTF activity
generates a specification that is sufficiently stable to be

consi dered for Internet standardization, the specification is
processed through the | ETF using the rules in this docunent.

The I RTF is conposed of individual Wbrking G oups, but its structure

and node of operation is nuch less formal than that of the |IETF, due

in part to the fact that it does not participate directly in the

I nternet standards process. The organi zation and program of work of

the IRTF is overseen by the Internet Research Steering Goup (IRSG,

whi ch consists of the chairs of the | RTF Working Goups. Details of

the organi zati on and operation of the IRTF and its Wrking G oups may
be found in [H].
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4. Security Considerations
Security is not addressed in this meno.
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Appendi x A - Contact Information
|ETF - ietf@etf.org, http://ww.ietf.org
| ESG - iesg@etf.org, http://ww.ietf.org/iesg.htm
IAB - iab@etf.org, http://ww.iab.org/iab
RFC Editor - rfc-ed@si.edu, http://ww.isi.edu/rfc-editor

| ANA - iana@ana.org, http://ww.iana.org/ianal
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