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Defining the | ETF
Status of this Menp

Thi s docunent specifies an Internet Best Current Practices for the
Internet Conmunity, and requests discussion and suggestions for
i mprovenents. Distribution of this nemo is unlimted.

Copyri ght Notice
Copyright (C The Internet Society (2002). Al Rights Reserved.
Abst ract

Thi s docunent gives a nore concrete definition of "the IETF" as it
under stood today. Many RFCs refer to "the IETF'. Many inportant

| ETF docunents speak of the IETF as if it were an al ready-defined

entity. However, no | ETF document correctly defines what the | ETF
is.

1. Introduction

Many RFCs refer to "the IETF". Many inportant |ETF docunents speak
of the IETF as if it were an already-defined entity. However, no

| ETF document correctly defines what the IETF is. This docunent
gives a nore concrete definition of "the |IETF' as it understood

t oday.

2. Defining the | ETF

BCP 9 ("The Internet Standards Process -- Revision 3") [BCP 9], the
primary docurment that describes the Internet standards process, never
defines the |ETF. As described in BCP 11 ("The Organi zati ons
Involved in the | ETF Standards Process") [BCP 11], the Internet

Engi neering Task Force (I ETF) is an open gl obal community of network
desi gners, operators, vendors, and researchers produci ng technica
specifications for the evolution of the Internet architecture and the
snoot h operation of the Internet.
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It is inmportant to note that the IETF is not a corporation: it is an
uni ncor porated, freestandi ng organi zation. The IETF is partially
supported by the Internet Society (1SOC). 1SOC is an internationa
non-profit organi zation incorporated in the US with thousands of

i ndi vi dual and corporate nmenbers throughout the world who pay
nmenbership fees to join. The Internet Society provides many services
to the I ETF, including insurance and sone financial and |ogistica
support.

As described in BCP 11, Internet standardization is an organized
activity of the 1SOC, with the |1SOC Board of Trustees being
responsi ble for ratifying the procedures and rules of the Internet
standards process. However, the IETF is not a formal subset of |SQCC
for exanple, one does not have to join I SOC to be a nenber of the

| ETF.

There is no board of directors for the IETF, no formally signed
byl aws, no treasurer, and so on. The structure of the IETF (its
| eadership, its working groups, the definition of |IETF nenbership
and so on) are described in detail in BCP 11. Procedures for
choosi ng | eadership are described in detail in BCP 10.

Thus, when RFCs say "the | ETF', they are describing the group that
acts in accordance with BCP 9, BCP 10, and BCP 11

3. Security Considerations

Al'l |1 ETF protocols nust describe the security aspects of the
environnent in which they will be used. Also, the | ETF has a
Security Area which discusses the security aspects of |ETF protocols.
However, descriptive docunments such as this one do not affect the
security of the Internet.
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Ful | Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C The Internet Society (2002). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
ot hers, and derivative works that conment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist inits inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into |anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORVATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE
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