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Procedures for Rights Handling in the RFC | AB Stream
Abst r act

Thi s docunent specifies the procedures by which authors of RFC | AB
stream docunments grant the comunity "incom ng" rights for copying and
using the text. It also specifies the "outgoing" rights the conmunity
grants to readers and users of those docunents, and it requests that the
| ETF Trust nmanage the outgoing rights to effect this result.

Status of This Menp

This menmo provides information for the Internet community. |t does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno i s unlimnmted.

Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2009 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the I ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunment. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunment. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunment nust
include Sinplified BSD License text as described in Section 4.e of
the Trust Legal Provisions and are provided without warranty as
described in the BSD License.
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1. | nt roducti on

As the | ETF has grown, the process and the conmmunity have becone nore
careful about defining the rights relating to copying docunments that
are granted by authors to the comunity, and the corresponding rights
that are granted by the comunity to readers and users of these
docunents. The creation of the | ETF Trust [RFC4371], with its
special role in managing intellectual property rights (IPR), has also
i ncreased the need to be explicit about these rights and deci sions.

Thi s docunent defines the copyright procedures for RFC | AB stream
docunents. It parallels the procedures for |ETF-produced docunents
defined in RFC 5377 [ RFC5377] and RFC 5378 [ RFC5378].

In summary, submissions in the | AB stream use the sane subni ssion
procedures and nechanisns that are defined in RFC 5378, and hence
require the same "incoming rights" as | ETF-stream docunents. This
docunent provi des advice to the Trustees of the | ETF Trust on
"outgoing" rights to be granted to readers and users of |AB stream
docunents, and it explicitly requests the I ETF Trust to manage the
rights in accordance with this advice.

Thi s docunent al so specifies the policies with regard to the
di scl osure of Patents and Trademarks that may be relevant to a
submi ssion intended for the | AB stream

2. Background

The concept of RFC streans in general, and the | AB streamin
particular, is described in Section 5 of RFC 4844 [ RFCA844].

Section 8 of RFC 4846 [ RFC4846] presented the copyright rules for the
| ndependent Subm ssion stream The present document is intended to
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be fully consistent with that section, and to update it by clarifying
the formal procedures that the |ETF Trust will use to effect those
rules. In particular, it is the intention of this docunment to nmake
the copyright rules for |1 AB stream docunents identical to those for

| ndependent Subm ssion stream docunents.

3. Goals

The goal of the I AB streamof RFCs is to publish information fromthe
IAB to the Internet community. Consistent with the principle stated
for the Independent Subm ssion streamin Section 8 of RFC 4846, this
objective will best be net with a |iberal copyright policy on | AB
stream docunents. Therefore, the | AB streampolicy is to allow any
i ndi vi dual reading such docunents to use the content thereof in any
manner. The only restriction is that proper credit ("attribution")
must be given. Lawyers describe this liberal policy by saying that
this streamnormally permits "unlimted derivative works". The only
additional restriction for the use of | AB docunents is that proper
credit ("attribution") nust be given.

However, for a small subset of documents published as | AB stream
docunents, such as output from other standards bodies, it is not
reasonable to permt unlimted derivative works. 1In such cases,
authors are permtted to request that the published | AB stream
docunents permit no derivative works.

Note also that this unlimted derivative works policy applies to al
parts of an | AB stream docunent, including any code. Therefore, no
separate |licensing procedure is required for extracting and adapting
code that is contained in an | AB stream docunent submitted under the
(preferred) unlimted derivative works terns. On the other hand,
code may not be extracted and adapted from | AB stream docunents
submitted under the "no derivative works" terns.

4. Rules for Subm ssion and Use of Materia

| AB stream authors will submt their material as Internet-Drafts.
These drafts will be submtted to, and stored in, the | ETF I nternet-
Drafts repository in the sane fashion as | ETF Internet-Drafts.

During Internet-Draft subm ssion, authors who intend to submit their
docunent for publication in the AB streamwill grant rights as
described in [RFC5378]. To request that the contribution be
published as an RFC that permts no derivative works, an author may
use the formspecified for use with RFC 5378.

The I ETF Trust will publish rules that provide that the Trust grants
to readers and users of naterial fromI|AB stream RFCs the right to
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nmake unlimted derivative works, unless the RFC specifies that no
derivative works are pernmitted. This will permt anyone to copy,

extract, nodify, or otherw se use material from|AB stream RFCs as
long as suitable attribution is given.

Contributors of Internet-Drafts intended for the | AB streamwi ||

i nclude the appropriate boilerplate defined by the I ETF Trust. This
boil erplate shall indicate conpliance with RFC 5378 and shal
explicitly indicate either that no derivative works can be based on
the contribution, or, as is preferred, that unlimted derivative

wor ks may be crafted fromthe contribution

5. Procedures Requested of the | ETF Trust

The |1 AB requests that the I ETF Trust and its Trustees assist in
neeting the goals and procedures set forth in this document.

The Trustees are requested to publicly confirmtheir wllingness and
ability to accept responsibility for the Intellectual Property R ghts
for the | AB stream

Specifically, the Trustees are asked to devel op the necessary

boil erplate to enabl e the suitable marking of documents so that the

| ETF Trust receives the rights as specified in RFC 5378. These
procedures need to also allow authors to indicate either no rights to
nmake derivative works, or preferentially, the right to nake unlimted
derivative works fromthe docunents. It is left to the Trust to
specify exactly how this shall be clearly indicated in each docunent.

6. Patent and Trademark Rules for the | AB Stream

As specified above, contributors of docunents for the | AB stream are
expected to use the IETF Internet-Draft process, conplying therein
with the rules specified in the | atest version of BCP 9, whose
version at the time of witing was [ RFC2026]. This includes the

di scl osure of Patent and Tradenark issues that are known, or can be
reasonably expected to be known, to the contributor.

Di sclosure of license terms for patents is al so requested, as
specified in the nbst recent version of BCP 79. The version of BCP
79 at the tine of this witing was [ RFC3979], updated by [RFC4879].
The | AB stream has chosen to use the IETF' s | PR di scl osure mechani sm
wwv. i etf.org/ipr/, for this purpose. The |IAB would prefer the nost
i beral terns possible be nmade available for | AB stream docunents.
Terms that do not require fees or licensing are preferable. Non-
discrimnatory ternms are strongly preferred over those that

di scrimnate anong users. However, although disclosure is required
and the I AB nmay consider disclosures and terns in maki ng a deci sion
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as to whether to subnmit a docunent for publication, there are no
specific requirenments on the licensing terns for intellectua
property related to | AB stream publication

7. Security Considerations

The integrity and quality of the IAB streamare the responsibility of
the 1AB. This docunent does not change those responsibilities.
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