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The ’application/tei+xm’ Media Type
Abst r act

Thi s docunent defines the "application/tei +xm’' nedia type for markup
| anguages defined in accordance with the Text Encodi ng and
I nt er change gui del i nes.

Status of This Menp

Thi s docunent is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
publ i shed for informational purposes.

Thi s docunent is a product of the Internet Engineering Task Force
(IETF). It represents the consensus of the IETF community. It has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
Internet Engineering Steering Group (IESG. Not all docunents
approved by the I ESG are a candidate for any |level of Internet

St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformati on about the current status of this docunment, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it nmay be obtained at
http://ww. rfc-editor.org/info/rfc6129

Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2011 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust's Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunment. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunent. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunment nust
include Sinplified BSD License text as described in Section 4.e of
the Trust Legal Provisions and are provided without warranty as
described in the Sinplified BSD License.
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1. | nt roducti on

Text Encodi ng and Interchange (TElI) is an international and
interdisciplinary standard that is widely used by libraries, nuseuns,
publ i shers, and individual scholars to represent all kinds of textua
material for online research and teaching [TEl].

Thi s docunent defines the "application/tei+xm’' nedia type in
accordance with [RFC3023] in order to enabl e generic processing of
such docunents on the Internet using eXtensible Markup Language (XM.)
[ MBC. REC- xmi - 20081126] technol ogi es.

2. Recognizing TEl Files
TEl files are XM. docunents or fragnents having the root elenment (as
defined in [ WBC. REC-xnml - 20081126]) in a TElI nanespace. TElI nanespace
nanes are defined as a Universal Resource ldentifier (URI) [RFC3986]
i n accordance with [WBC. REC xnl - nanes-20091208] and begins with
http://ww.tei-c.org/ns/ followed by the version nunmber of the
nanespace. The current nanespace is http://ww.tei-c.org/ns/1.0
The nost common root el ement names for TElI docunments are

<TEI >

<t ei Cor pus>
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The tei Corpus docunents provide the ability to bundle nmultiple
documents into a single file.

Exanpl es:
A docunent havi ng <TEl > root el enent

<?xm version="1.0" encodi ng="UTF-8" ?>
<TEl xmns="http://ww.tei-c.org/ns/1. 0">
<t ei Header >

</t ei Header >
<t ext>
</text>
</ TEl >
A docunment havi ng <tei Cor pus> root el enent

<?xm version="1.0" encodi ng="UTF-8" ?>
<tei Corpus xm ns="http://ww.tei-c.org/ns/1.0">
<t ei Header >

</t ei Header >
<TEl >
<t ei Header >

</t ei Header >
<t ext >
</text>
</ TEl >
<TEI >
... second docunent
</ TEl >
<TEl >
... third document
</ TEl >
</ t ei Cor pus>
TEl and tei Corpus files are often given the extensions .tei and
.tei Corpus, respectively. There is a third type of file, which often

is given the suffix .odd. ODD ("One Docunent Does it AIl") is a TEl
XM. docurent that includes schema fragnments, prose docunentation, and

reference docunentation. It is used for the definition and
docunent ati on of XM.-based | anguages, and primarily for the TEI
Guidelines [ODD]. In other words, ODD files do not differ from other

TEl files in syntax, only in function
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3. Fragnent ldentifier

Docurent s having the nedia type "application/tei+xm’ use the
fragment identifier notation as specified in [RFC3023] for the nedia
type ’application/xm’.

4. Security Considerations

An XM. resource does not in itself conpromi se data security. When
bei ng avail able on a network sinply through the dereferencing of an
Internationalized Resource ldentifier (IRI) [RFC3987] or a URlI, care
nust be taken to properly interpret the data to prevent unintended
access. Hence the security issues of [RFC3986], Section 7, apply.

In addition, as this nedia type uses the "+xm" convention, it shares
the sane security considerations as described in RFC 3023 [ RFC3023],
Section 10. In general, security issues related to the use of XM in
| ETF protocols are treated in RFC 3470 [ RFC3470], Section 7. W will
not try to duplicate this naterial, but review sone aspects that are
i nportant for docunent-centric XM. as applied to text encoding.

4.1. Harnful Content

Any application accepting submtted or retrieving TEI XM for
processing has to be aware of risks connected with injection of
harnful scripts and executable XM.. XM incl usion

[ MBC. REC- xi ncl ude-20061115] and the use of external entities are

vul nerable to various fornms of spoofing, and can al so reveal aspects
of a service in a way that may conprom se its security. Any

vul nerability of these kinds are, however, application specific. The
TEl nanespaces do not contain such el enents.

4.2. Intellectual Property R ghts

TEl documents often arise in digitization of cultural heritage
materials. Texts nade accessible in TElI format may be unrestricted
in the sense that their distribution may be unlimted by Digita

Ri ghts Managenent [DRM or Intellectual Property Rights [IPR
constraints. However, TElI docunments are heterogeneous. Sone parts
of a docunent may be unrestricted, whereas others, such as editoria
text and annotations, may be subject to DRMrestrictions.

The TEI format provides neans for highly granular attribution, down
to the content of individual XM. el ements. Software agents
participating in the exchange or processing TEl may be required to
honour markup of this kind. Even when there are no |IPR constraints,
intell ectual property attribution alone requires that docunment users
be able to tell the difference between content fromdifferent

sour ces.
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4. 3.

5.

5.

Authenticity and confidentiality
Hi storical archival records are often encoded in TEl and | ega
docunent may be binding centuries after they were witten.
Digitization and encoding of |egal texts may require technol ogies for
assuring authenticity, such as cryptographi c checksuns and el ectronic
si gnat ur es.
Simlarly, historical docunments may in part or in their entirety be
confidential. This nmay be required by |aw or by the terns and
conditions, such as in the case of donated or deposited text from
private sources. A text archive may need content filtering or
crypt ographi c technol ogi es to neet such requirenents.
| ANA Consi derati ons
Regi stration of MME Type 'application/tei+xm’
M ME nedia type nane: application
M ME subtype nane: tei+xm
Requi red paraneters: None
Optional paraneters: charset
the paraneter has identical semantics to the charset paraneter
of the "application/xm" nedia type as specified in RFC 3023
[ RFC3023] .
Encodi ng consi derati ons:

Identical to those for "application/xm’. See RFC 3023
[ RFC3023], Section 3.2.

Security considerations:
See Security Considerations (Section 4) in this specification
Interoperability considerations:

TEl docunents are often given the extension '.xm’', which is
not uncommon for other XM docunent fornats.

Publ i shed specification:

This nmedia type registration is for TEl documents [TElI] as
descri bed here. TElI syntax is defined in a schema [ TEl schena].
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Applications which use this nmedia type:

There are currently no known applications using the media type
"application/tei+xm’.

Addi ti onal information:
Magi ¢ nunber(s):

There is no single initial octet sequence that is always
present in TEl docunents.

file extension(s):

Conmon extensions are '.tei’, '.tei Corpus’ and '.odd . See
Recogni zing TEl files (Section 2) in this specification.

Maci ntosh File Type Code(s)
TEXT
nject ldentifier(s) or AD(s)
Not applicable
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