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Abst r act

Thi s docunent provides guidance to aid in the understandi ng of

col I aborati on on standards devel opment between the Tel ecomruni cati on
St andardi zati on Sector of the International Tel ecomrunication Union
(ITUT) and the Internet Engineering Task Force (I ETF) of the
Internet Society (I1SOCC). It is an update of and obsol etes RFC 3356
The updates refl ect changes in the IETF and | TU-T since RFC 3356 was
witten. The bulk of this docunent is commopn text with ITUT A
Series Supplenment 3 (07/2012).

Note: This was approved by TSAG on 4 July 2012 as Supplenment 3 to the
I TUT A Series of Recommendati ons.

Status of This Menp

Thi s docunent is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
publ i shed for informational purposes.

Thi s docunent is a product of the Internet Architecture Board (I AB)
and represents information that the | AB has deened valuable to
provide for permanent record. It represents the consensus of the
Internet Architecture Board (1AB). Documents approved for
publication by the 1 AB are not a candidate for any |level of Internet
St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformati on about the current status of this docurment, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it may be obtai ned at
http://ww.rfc-editor.org/info/rfc6756
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Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2012 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the I ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunment. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunent.
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1. Introduction and Scope

Thi s docunent provides non-normative guidance to aid in the
under st andi ng of coll aborati on on standards devel opment between the
Tel ecommuni cati on Standardi zati on Sector of the Internationa

Tel ecommuni cation Union (I TU-T) and the Internet Engi neering Task
Force (I ETF) of the Internet Society (1SOCC). Early identification of
topics of nmutual interest will allow for constructive efforts between
the two organi zations based on nutual respect.

In the I ETF, work is done in working groups (W), nostly through
open, public mailing lists rather than face-to-face neetings. W&
are organi zed into areas, each area being managed by two co-area
directors. Collectively, the area directors conprise the Internet
Engi neering Steering Goup (IESG.

In the ITUT, work is defined by study Questions which are worked on
nostly through neetings | ed by rapporteurs (these are sonetines

call ed "rapporteur’s group"” neetings). Questions are generally
grouped within working parties (WPs) led by a WP chai rnman. Worki ng
parties report to a parent study group (SG |ed by an SG chairnman
Work may al so be conducted in I TU- T focus groups (see Section 2.7).

To foster ongoing communi cati on between the ITU-T and IETF, it is
important to identify and establish contact points within each
organi zation. Contact points nmay include:

1. ITUT Study G oup Chairman and | ETF Area Director

An | ETF area director is the individual responsible for overseeing
a mpjor focus of activity with a scope sinmlar to that of an ITUT
study group chairnman. These positions are both relatively |ong-
term (of several years) and offer the stability of contact points
bet ween the two organi zations for a given topic.

2. I TU-T Rapporteur and | ETF Working G oup Chair

An | ETF working group chair is an individual who is assigned to

| ead the work on a specific task within one particular area with a
scope simlar to that of an ITU T rapporteur. These positions are
wor ki ng positions (of a year or nore) that typically end when the
work on a specific topic ends. Collaboration here is very
beneficial to ensure the actual work gets done.
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3. Oher Contact Points

It may be beneficial to establish additional contact points for
specific topics of nutual interest. These contact points shoul d
be established early in the work effort, and in some cases the
contact point identified by each organization nay be the sane
individual. |1TUT has an additional |evel of managenent, the
worki ng party chairman. Fromtine to tinme, it nmay be beneficia
for this person to exchange views with | ETF working group chairs
and area directors.

Note: The current list of |IETF area directors and worki ng group
chairs can be found in the | ETF working group charters. The current
| TU-T study group chairnmen and rapporteurs are listed on the ITUT
study group web pages.

2. Guidance on Col | aboration

Thi s section describes how the existing processes within the | ETF and
ITUT may be utilized to enable collaboration between the
organi zati ons.

2.1. How to Interact on I TUT or |ETF Wrk ltens

Study groups that have identified work topics that are related to the
Internet Protocol (IP) should evaluate the relationship with topics
defined in the IETF. Current |ETF working groups and their charters
(I ETF definition of the scope of work) are listed in the |IETF
archives (see Section 2.8.1).

A study group may deci de that devel opnent of a Recommendation on a
particular topic may benefit fromcollaboration with the | ETF. The
study group should identify this collaboration in its work plan
(specifically in that of each Question involved), describing the goa
of the collaboration and its expected outcorne.

An | ETF wor ki ng group should al so evaluate and identify areas of
relationship with the I TUT and docunent the collaboration with the
| TU-T study group in its charter.

The foll owi ng sections outline a process that can be used to enable
each group to be infornmed about the other’s new work itens.
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2.1.1. Howthe ITUT Is Inforned about Existing |ETF Work Itens

The responsibility is on individual study groups to reviewthe
current | ETF working groups to deternmine if there are any topics of
mutual interest. Wbhrking group charters and active Internet-Drafts
can be found on the IETF web site (http://datatracker.ietf.org/wy/).
If a study group identifies a conmon area of work, the study group

| eader shi p should contact both the | ETF working group chair and the
area director(s) responsible. This may be acconpanied by a forma
iaison statenent (see Section 2.3).

2.1.2. Howthe IETF Is Informed about Existing ITUT Wrk Itens

The | ETF through its representatives will review the current work of
the various study groups fromtine to tinme. Each ITU T study group’s
web page on the ITUT web site contains its current list of Questions
as well as its current work programme. \When an area or worKking group
identifies a common area of work, the matter is referred to
appropriate working group chairs and area directors, where they nmay
consi der sending a liaison statement to the appropriate study group

2.1.3. Howthe ITUT Is Inforned about Proposed New | ETF Wrk |tens

The IETF naintains a mailing list for the distribution of proposed
new work items anpbng standards devel opment organi zations. Many such
items can be identified in proposed Birds-of-a-Feather (BOF)
sessions, as well as draft charters for working groups. The |ETF
forwards all such draft charters for all new and revi sed working
groups and BOF session announcenents to the | ETF newwork mailing
list. An ITUT mailing list is subscribed to this list. Leadership
of study groups may subscribe to this ITUT mailing list, whichis
mai nt ai ned by the Tel ecommuni cati on Standardi zation Bureau (TSB)
Menbers of the SG specific listname may include the SG chairman, SG
vi ce- chai rmen, working party chairnen, concerned rapporteurs, other
experts designated by the SG and the SG Counsellor. This wll
enable the SGs to nonitor the new work itens for possible overlap or
interest to their study group. It is expected that this mailing |ist
will see a few nessages per nonth.

Each SG chairman, or designated representative, may provi de coments
on these charters by responding to the 1ESG mailing |ist at
iesg@etf.org clearly indicating their ITUT position and the nature
of their concern. Plain-text email is preferred on the IESG mailing
list.

It should be noted that the | ETF turnaround time for new working

group charters can be as short as two weeks. As a result, the
mailing |ist should be consistently nonitored.
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2.1.4. Howthe IETF Is Informed about ITUT Wrk Itens

The I TU-T accepts new areas of work through the creation or update of
Questions and these can be found on the ITU T study group web pages.
In addition, the ITU T work programre i s docunented on each ITU-T
study group’s web page on the ITUT web site.

Study groups send updates to the | ETF new-work mailing |list as new
Questions are first drafted or created, terns of reference for
Questions are first drafted or updated, or otherw se when there is
reason to believe that a particular effort mght be of interest to
the 1ETF. Area directors or WG chairs shoul d provide comments
through |iaison statenents or direct emnil to the relevant SG
chairman in cases of possible overlap or interest.

2.2. Representation

| SCC, including its standards body IETF, is a Sector Menber of the
ITUT. As aresult, |ISCC del egates are afforded the sane rights as
other ITUT Sector Menbers (see Section 2.2.1). Conversely, ITUT
del egates may participate in the work of the | ETF as representatives
of the ITUT (see Section 2.2.2). To pronote collaboration, it is
useful to facilitate conmunication between the organizations as
further described bel ow

2.2.1. |1ETF Recognition at ITUT

Experts and representatives fromthe | ETF that are chosen by | ETF

| eadership normally participate in I TU- T neetings as | SOC del egat es.
The 1SOC focal point will facilitate registration and verification of
these people, as appropriate.

2.2.2. |1TU-T Recognition at |SOC | ETF

| TU-T study group chairmen can authorize one or nore nenbers to
attend an I ETF neeting as an official |ITU T del egate speaking
authoritatively on behalf of the activities of the study group (or a
particul ar rapporteur group). The study group chairnman sends the
ITUT Ilist of delegates by email to the working group chair, with a
copy to the area directors, and also to the study group. According
to | ETF process, opinions expressed by any such del egate are given
equal wei ght with opinions expressed by any other working group
partici pant.
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2.3. Communication outside of Meetings

I nformal conmuni cati on between contact points and experts of both
organi zations is encouraged. However, formal comrunication from an
| TU-T study group, working party, or rapporteur group to an

associ ated | ETF contact point nust be explicitly approved and
identified as comng fromthe study group, working party, or
rapporteur group, respectively. Fornal liaison statenments fromthe
ITUT to the |ETF are transnmitted according to the procedures
described in RFC 4053 [2]. These liaison statements are pl aced by
the 1ETF onto a |iaison statenents web page at
https://datatracker.ietf.org/liaison/. An individual at the IETF is
assigned responsibility for dealing with each |iaison statenent that
is received. The nane and contact information of the responsible
person and any applicable deadline is listed with the links to the
liaison statenent on this web page.

Formal |iaison statenents fromthe Internet Architecture Board (IAB),
the 1ESG the IETF, an | ETF working group or area to the ITU-T are
generated, approved, and transmtted according to the procedures
described in RFC 4053 [2] and Recommendation ITUT A1 [15]. Forma
conmuni cation is intended to all ow the sharing of positions between
the 1ETF and the I TU- T outside of actual docunents (as described in
Section 2.5.1). This covers such things as coments on docunents and
requests for input.

2.4. Miiling Lists

Al'l 1 ETF working groups and all ITU T study group Questions have
associated mailing lists.

In the IETF, the mailing list is the primary vehicle for discussion
and decision-making. It is recommended that the | TU T experts
interested in particular |ETF working group topics subscribe to and
participate in these lists. |IETF Womailing |lists are open to al
subscribers. The | ETF working group mailing list subscription and
archive information are noted in each working group’s charter. In
the ITU-T, the TSB has set up formal nailing lists for Questions,
wor ki ng parties, and other topics within study groups (nore detai
can be found on the ITUT web site). These mailing lists are
typically used for ITU T correspondence, including technica

di scussion, neeting |logistics, reports, etc.

Not e: | ndividual subscribers to this list nust be affiliated with an
| TUT nmenber or associate (at this tine, there is no bl anket
inclusion of all |ETF participants as menbers, however, as a nenber,
the 1SOC focal point can facilitate access by | ETF technical experts,
liaison representatives, or |iaison nanagers).
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| ETF participants may subscribe to ITU T focus group email lists if
they are individuals froma country that is a nmenber of ITUT.

2.5. Docunent Sharing

During the course of ITUT and | ETF col |l aboration, it is inportant to
share working drafts and docunents anong the technical working
groups. Initially proposed concepts and specifications typically can
be circulated by email (often just repeating the concept and not
including the details of the specification) on both the I ETF and
ITUT miiling lists. 1In addition, working texts (or URLS) of draft
Recomendations, Internet-Drafts, or RFCs may al so be sent between
the organi zati ons as descri bed bel ow.

Internet-Drafts are available on the IETF web site. The ITU T can
make sel ected | TU- T documents at any stage of devel opment avail abl e
to the I ETF by attaching themto a formal |iaison statenent.

Al t hough a communi cation can point to a URL where a non- ASCl
docunent (e.g., Wrd) can be downl oaded, attachnents in proprietary

formats to an IETF mailing |ist are discouraged. It should al so be
recogni zed that the official versions of all |ETF docunents are in
ASCI | .

2.5.1. Contributions and Liaison Statenments fromthe IETF to [ TU-T

| ETF docunents (e.g., Internet-Drafts) or URLs of those docunents are
nost commonly transmitted to | TU-T study groups as liaison statenents
(see RFC 4053 [2]), but exceptionally can be submitted to a study
group as a contribution fromI|SOC in accordance with Recomrendati on
ITUUT A2 [16]. In order to ensure that the | ETF has properly

aut horized this, the | ETF working group nmust agree that the specific
drafts are of nutual interest; that there is a benefit in forwarding
themto the ITUT for review, conment, and potential use; and that
the docunent status is accurately represented in the cover letter.
Once agreed, the appropriate area directors review the working group
request and give approval. The rules of the IETF Trust are foll owed
in these circunstances [3]. The contributions are then forwarded
(with the noted approval) to the TSB for circulation as a
contribution to the appropriate I TU T study group. Materia

submitted to the ITUT as an | SCC contribution is governed by cl ause
3.1.5 of Recommendation ITU-T A1 [15]. Any such contribution wll
be made only after receiving necessary approval of owners of the work
in question. |n other circunstances, a |liaison statenment may be
appropriate. See RFC 5378 [3] and Recommendation ITUT A 1 [15] for
nore information.
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2.5.2. Contributions and Liaison Statenments fromthe ITUT to | ETF

An I TU-T study group or working party may send texts of draft new or
revi sed Recormendations, clearly indicating their status, to the | ETF
as contributions in the formof |iaison statenments or Internet-
Drafts. Internet-Drafts are |IETF tenporary docunents that expire six
nonths after being published. The study group or working party nust
decide that there is a benefit in forwarding themto the | ETF for
review, comrent, and potential use. Termnms of reference for
rapporteur group meetings may authorize rapporteur groups to send
wor ki ng docunents, in the formof Internet-Drafts, to the |IETF

If the study group or working party elects to transnit the text as an
Internet-Draft, the docunent editor would be instructed to prepare
the contribution in Internet-Draft format (in ASCI1 and optionally
postscript format as per RFC 2223 [8]) and upload it via
https://datatracker.ietf.org/idst/upload.cgi. Material submtted as
an Internet-Draft or intended for inclusion in an Internet-Draft or
RFC is governed by the rules set forth in RFCs 5378 [3], 3979 [4],
and 4879 [5]. Alternatively, the study group, working party, or
rapporteur group could attach the text to a fornmal |iaison statenent.

Both the rapporteur and the document editor should be identified as
contacts in the contribution. The docunment should also clearly
i ndicate the state of developnment in a particular | TU T study group

Not e: Liaison statenents and their attachments sent to the | ETF are
made publicly available on the | ETF web site.

2.5.3. ITU-T and | ETF

It is envisaged that the processes of Sections 2.5.1 and 2.5.2 will
often be used simultaneously by both an | ETF worki ng group and an
| TU-T study group to coll aborate on a topic of mutual interest.

It is also envisaged that the outconme of the collaboration will be
the docunentation in full by one body and its referencing by the
other (see Section 2.6 for details). That is, conmon or joint text

i s di scouraged because of the current differences in procedures for
docunent approval and revision. Were conplenmentary work is being
undertaken in both organizations that will result in Recomrendati ons
or RFCs, due allowance should be given to the differing perspectives,
wor ki ng net hods, and procedures of the two organi zations. That is,
each organization shoul d understand the other organization’s
procedures and strive to respect themin the collaboration
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2.6. Sinple Cross Referencing

Recommendation ITUT A5 [6] describes the process for including
references to docunents of other organizations in ITUT
Recommendati ons. Recommendation ITU T A 5 al so addresses the
situation where a study group or working party decides to incorporate
the text of another organization into the text of a Recomrendation
rather than referencing it. Information specific to referencing | ETF
RFCs is found at http://itu.int/ITU T/go/ref-ietf-isoc.

Section 6.1.1 of RFC 2026 [7] describes the process for referencing
ot her open standards (like | TU-T Recommendations) in | ETF RFCs.

2.7. Prelimnary Wrk Efforts

Both I TUT and | ETF provi de nechani sns for early discussion of
potential new work areas prior to the official start of work in an
| TU-T study group or creation of an | ETF worki ng group

oj ectives, nethods, and procedures for the creation and operation of
I TUT focus groups are defined in Recommendation ITUT A 7 [17].
Focus groups are frequently created in new work areas where there is
a need for deliverables to be produced on a specific topic within a
short timeframe. |ETF participants who are not nenbers or associates
of ITUT may participate fully in the work of ITU T focus groups if
they are froma country that is a nenber of ITUT.

In the | ETF, guidance for BOF sessions is provided in RFC 5434 [13].
Efforts that have not yet reached the working group stage may be

di scussed in BOF sessions. These sessions typically gauge interest
in pursuing creation of working groups. In sone cases, these

di scussions continue on mailing |ists.

2.8. Additional Itens
2.8.1. |1ETF Information That May Be Useful to ITU-T Participants

I nformation on | ETF procedures may be found in the docunments in the
informative references, and URLs bel ow.

Note: RFCs do not change after they are published. Rather, they are
ei ther obsoleted or updated by other RFCs. Such updates are tracked
in the rfc-index.txt file.

Current list and status of all |ETF RFCs:
ftp://ftp.ietf.org/rfc/rfc-index.txt
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Current list and description of all IETF Internet-Drafts:
ftp://ftp.ietf.org/internet-drafts/1id-abstracts.txt

Current list of |IETF working groups and their Charters: (includes
area directors and chair contacts, mailing list information, etc.)
http://ww.ietf.org/dyn/wg/charter. htn

Current list of registered BOFs
http://trac.tools.ietf.org/bof/trac/

RFC Edi t or pages about publishing RFCs, including available tools and
| ot s of guidance:
http://ww.rfc-editor. org/pubprocess. htm

Current list of liaison statenents:
https://datatracker.ietf.org/liaison/

| ETF Intellectual Property Rights Policy and Noti ces:
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr/

The Tao of the IETF - A Novice's Cuide to the Internet Engineering
Task Force:
http://ww.ietf.org/tao. htm

2.8.2. |ITU-T Information That May Be Useful to | ETF Participants

I nformati on about the | TU-T can be found in the informative
references and at the URLs bel ow.

| TU-T Mai n page:
http://itu.int/ITUT

List of all ITU T Recomendati ons:
http://itu.int/itu-t/recomendati ons/

| TU-T study group main page for Study Group NN (where NN is the
2-digit SG nunber):
http://itu.int/ITU T/ studygroups/ com\NN

Intell ectual Property policies, forms, and dat abases:
http://itu.int/en/1TU T/i pr/ Pages/ def aul t. aspx

Current list of active ITU T focus G oups
http://itu.int/en/|ITU T/focusgroups/ Pages/ def aul t. aspx
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5.

| TU-T Procedures including:
WI'SA Resolution 1, Rules of procedure of the |ITU Tel ecomruni cati on
St andardi zati on Sector (I TUT)
WI'SA Resol ution 2, Study Group responsibility and nandates
http://itu.int/publ/T-RES/ en

Author’s Guide for drafting | TUT Recommendati ons:
http://itu.int/ITU T/ go/author-guide

Tenmpl ates for contributions, |TUT Recommendati ons, and |iaison
statenents:
http://itu.int/ITU T/ studygroups/tenpl ates/index. htmn

Security Considerations

Docurent s that describe cooperation procedures, like this one does,
have no direct Internet security inplications.

Acknowl edgenent s

Thi s docunent is based on the text from RFCs 2436 and 3356 [10] and
benefited greatly from di scussions during the January 2012 ITU- T
Tel ecommuni cati on Standardi zati on Advi sory G oup (TSAG neeting
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6. Changes since RFC 3356
The introduction has been integrated with the scope section
Addi tional information has been added about copyright and | PR issues.

Aut hori zation of |iaison managers and |liaison representatives from
| ETF to ITUT are updated per current |ETF procedures docunented in

[1].

Transm ssion of formal |iaison statenents between | TU-T and | ETF are
updat ed per current |ETF procedures docunented in [2].

Description is added of prelimnary efforts including ITUT focus
groups and | ETF BOFs. | TU-T focus group participation is not limted
to I TUT nenbers

Obsol ete URLs in RFC 3356 fromboth the ITUT and | ETF web sites are
updated, nore references have been noved to the References section
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Jon Peterson
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Hannes Tschof eni g
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